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-• The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a}. In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- tf the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- tf NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and wilt expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply v\nll, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication{s) filed on 23 March 2000 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IS This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x parfe Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 4530.G.213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 7-45 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above clalm(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) _^ is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-45 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 23 March 2000 is/are: a)[3 accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, connected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)l3AII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) 13 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 



2) □ Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) CH Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) [U Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Application filed on 03/23/2000. 

2. Claims 1-45 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 23, and 45 are independent 
claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 

matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Regarding claims 1-7, 23-29, and 45, it is unclear what is meant by the 
terms/phrases "cell vectors" (line 4 of claim 1 ), "judging a table type" (lines 7-8 of claim 
1), "table type is a table for showing a table" (lines 11-12 of claim 1), "table type is a 
table for layout" (lines 14-15 of claim 1), and "cut direction" (line 4 of claim 2). All 
subsequent occurrences of these terms/phrases are also rejected. 

5. Regarding claims 8-14 and 30-36, it is unclear what is meant by the 
terms/phrases "partial character line" (line 3 of claim 10) and "syntax judging" (line 3 of 
claim 12). All subsequent occurrences of these terms/phrases are also rejected. 

6. Regarding claims 1 5-22 and 37-44, it is unclear what is meant by the 
terms/phrases "supplementary data removing means" (line 3 of claim 16), "analyzing the 
structure of the table" (line 4 of claim 17), and "regularity of information description 
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constituting the table" (lines 4-5 of claim 18). 
terms/phrases are also rejected. 



Pages 

All subsequent occurrences of these 



Corrections are required. 

The art rejections that are presented below are based on the interpretation of the 
claims by the office based on the broadest reasonable limitations that are 
discussed in the rejections above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-45 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Winter et al. 
("Microsoft Office 97 User Manual", published in 1998). 

8. Regarding independent claim 1, Winter et al. disclose a method of using 
Microsoft Excel in which portions of a table are displayed in a separate document based 
on user selection. The user selects row(s), colunrin(s), or nonconsecutive cells of the 
table that can be copied to a clipboard and from that clipboard items can be pulled into 
and displayed in a separate document. (Page 260-261, "Selecting Cells"; Page 273, 
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"Edit ^ Copy"; and Page 52-54, "Edit ^ Paste Special" of Winter et al.). In order for 
this to be acconnplished it is necessary to have analyzed the table to know the location 
of all the cells in the table. It is inherent that a table is a nnethod of laying out data. 
Thus, the method disclosed by Winter et al. is operable on both a table for layout and a 
data table. 

9. Regarding dependent claims 2-6, Winter et al. disclose a method in which the 
user selects row(s), column(s), nonconsecutive cells of the table, or the whole table to 
be copied to a clipboard and from that clipboard items can be pulled into and displayed 
in a separate document. (Page 260-261, "Selecting Cells"; Page 273, "Edit -> Copy"; 
and Page 52-54, "Edit ^ Paste Special" of Winter et al.). 

10. Regarding dependent claim 7, Winter et al. disclose a methjod in a table can 
be copied and pasted into a separate Microsoft Excel document at which point the new 
table can be operated on by the user (Page 273-274, "Edit ^ Copy'' and "Edit ^ Paste" 
of Winter et al.). 

1 1 . Regarding dependent claims 8-14, Winter et al. disclose a method in which the 
data items in the table are compared to each other and can also be extracted and 
moved if necessary (Page 236-237, "Table ^ Sort" of Winter et al.). It is inherent that a 
table is a method of laying out data. Thus, the method disclosed by Winter et al. is 
operable on both a table for layout and a data table. 

12. Regarding dependent claims 15-22, Winter et al. disclose a method in which 
the user selects row(s), column(s), nonconsecutive cells of the table, or the whole table 
to be copied to a clipboard and from that clipboard items can be pulled into and 
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displayed in a separate document. (Page 260-261, "Selecting Cells"; Page 273, "Edit ^ 
Copy"; and Page 52-54, "Edit -> Paste Special" of Winter et al.). Thus, allowing the 
user to make a selection of a uniform size of rows and columns, eliminating unwanted 
data. Winter et a!, also disclose a method in which data is updated within the table, at 
any time, if necessary if there is a change in an item contained within the formula which 
dictates any data contained within the table (Page 255-256, "Creating Formulas" of 
Winter et al.). Any table contained within the current operating table may be operated 
on under the same conditions. 

13. Regarding independent claim 23 and dependent claims 24-44, the claims 
incorporate substantially similar subject matter as claims 1-22. Thus, the claims are 
rejected along the same rationale as claims 1-22. 

14. Regarding independent claim 45, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 1 . Thus the claim is rejected along the same rationale as claim 
1. 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US Patent Number 5,708,730, issued on January 13,1998, by Itonori. 

US Patent Application Publication Number 2002/0054126, filed on October 

16, 1998, by Gamon. 
US Patent Application Publication Number 2003/0071848, US priority date 

December 15, 1998, by Carroll. 



# 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joshua D Campbell whose telephone number is 
(703)305-5764. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00 AM - 4:30 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on (703)308-5186. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305- 
3900. 



jdc 

August 29, 2003 




